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This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. Q Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



|~1 Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically. 



3. HH Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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BOX JL OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of Inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination 
fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-36, drawn to the special technical feature of a use of interferon beta (IFNbeta) in the manufacture of a 
medicament for the treatment of chronic demyellnating motor neuropathy. 

Group II, claim(s) 37-65, drawn to the special technical feature of a method of treating demyelinatjng motor neuropathy, 
comprising administering to the mammal a therapeutically effective amount of an IFN-beta. 

Group III, daim(s) 66-67, drawn to the special technical feature of a method of treating CIDP, comprising administering to 
the subject having CIDP a pharmacetically effective amount of an IFN-beta and further administering to the subject an 
Immunosuppressant or subjecting the subject to plasmapheresis. 

Group IV, daim(s) 68-71, drawn to the special technical feature of a method of treating CIDP, comprising administering to 
the subject having CIDP a pharmacetically effective amount of an IFN-beta therapeutic In combination with a second CIDP 
treatment, wherein administration of the IFN-beta therapeutic is via a non-subcutaneous parental route. 

Group V, da(m(s) 72-80, drawn to the spedal technical feature of a method of treating CIDP In a subject receiving a first 
CIDP treatment selected from the group consisting of administration of a steroid; administration of an anti-inflammatory 
drug; administration of IVIG and plasmapheresis, in addition to the first CIDP treatmewnt a dose of IFN-beta in an amount 
to provide effective relief from symptoms of CIDP. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under 
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding spedal technical features for the following reasons: Claims 1-36 at 
least are anticipated by Haden et al. or van der Meide et al. Consequently, the special technical feature which links Group I 
to Group II-V, does not provide a contribution over the prior art, so unity of Invention Is lacking. 

Invention I is directed to a use and invention II-V are directed to methods that do not share the method steps and have 
divergent goals. Inventions II-VI are distinguished, from each other as they are directed to non-equivalent methods. 
Invention I Is a use of interferon beta (IFN-beta) In the manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of a chronic 
demyelinatlng motor neuropathy. Invention II Is a method for treating demyellnating motor neuropathy, comprising 
administering to the mammal a therapeutically effective amount of an IFN-beta. Invention III Is a method for treating 
CIDP, comprising administering to the subject having CIDP a pharmacetically effective amount of an IFN-beta and further 
admlnlsterlng to the subject an immunosuppressant or subjecting the subject to plasmapheresis. Invention IV is a method 
for treating CIDP, comprising administering to the subject having CIDP a pharmacetically effective amount of an IFN-beta 
therapeutic in combination with a second CIDP treatment, wherdn administration of the IFN-beta therapeutic Is via a non- 
subcutaneous parental route. Invention V is a method for treating CIDP In a subject receiving a first CIDP treatment 
selected from the group consisting of administration of a steroid; administration of an anti-Inflammatory drug; 
administration of IVIG and plasmapheresis, In addition to the first CIDP treatmewnt a dose of IFN-beta in an amount to 
provide effective relief from symptoms of CIDP. 

The dalms of these groups are directed to inventions, which are not linked to form a single general inventive concept under 
PCT Rule 13.1. The claims In groups (I-V) lack the same or corresponding special technical features. In particular, each 
group is directed to distinguishable methods. Accordingly, the dalms are not so linked by a special technical feature within 
the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2 so as to form a single inventive concept and lack of unity is deemed proper. 
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